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What happened?

SL.AA in Focus through 2011 by Dr Andrew Curtis -

Communications Director

Welcome to the 7th issue of the SLAA newsletter.

It has been another busy and significant year for
us, with new projects starting and the college of
Health and Allied Sciences commencing its first
classes at Masanga this month and transforming
the lives of young people completing their univer-

sity education with the SLAA scholarships!

ST.AA 20th Anniversary Celebrations planned for July 2012

SLAA will be celebrating 20 years as an organisation here in the UK.

Improving Health in Sierra Leone since
1992

SLAA, is a UK-registered charity, based in
London that has supported improvised peo-
ple through educational scholarship and
medical support for the district of Tonkolili
in Sierra Leone since 1992. Over the years,
we have helped to supply medicines, equip-
ment and training for medical personnel in
collaboration with AFOM in Denmark and
Norway.

SLAA will be celebrating 20 years in sup-
porting good causes in the UK and many
parts of the world.

._aMasanga

As you’ll have read earlier, we have in
place a scholarship programme to train

‘CHOs’ or Community Health Officers with
surgical skills to be able to perform front line
life saving intervention procedures.

This qualification is similar to a UK
‘paramedic’ but with an emphasis on
Tropical Medicine and Diseases. Our first

candidate have commenced training with
AFOM Norway led by Dr Balkon.

The Tonkolili College of Allied and Health
Sciences has finalised processes with accredit-
ing authorities in Sierra Leone to start offering
SECHN and Diplomas in Public Health at
Masanga.
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Fundraising Activities (Marathon Run, Masanga Board members
in Denmartk _for Fundraising with AFOM

Report by the
Communication Director (PRO)

SLAA has devolved into a The Academies Trust None Uni-  both spiritual and social
R BT T formidable charity organiza- form Day by Dr Andrew Curtis. bonding and the organization

continued support. tion with established mem- Although much of the funds gener- inﬂgence in. the world and

bership over the last 20 ated by SLAA are through mem- Parncular S}erFa Leone has

years. Over the last 12 bership monthly contributions, increased significantly.

months, SLAA has been SLAA members continue to

involved in raising money lead in many ways in pro-

through various channels moting our work and sensi- g

including Marathon compe-  tizing the world about the § | ¥

tition by its CEO Dr Eddie plight of the many disadvan- ‘ ' ‘. N ®

Cole. Small donations from taged that the organisaiton is ) : :

various people towards supporting.

Masanga were raised. Two . .
N Members continue to enjoy

applications were made; the

first to Comic Relief and

Masanga’s 5th anniversary, as told by Dr Peter

This year we celebrated the
first 5 years of the wotld’s
smallest project with the

and run the hospital them-
selves in the future. It is also
about establishing businesses

world’s biggest vision! The
to create labour and the finan-

Masanga project is the ) . !
cial means with which to run
re-building of Masanga Hos-  he hospital in the future. In
pital that was destroyed dur-  5ddition, we work together

ing the long civil war in Sierra  with local, regional and the

Leone. The objective is to government of SL._health au-
provide basic health services thorities vis a vis the future of
for the local population. the country’s health services

o and in other actual and signifi-
The Masanga project is about

teaching the local Sierra Leo-
ne population to manage Recently, the hospital has been

the main support in the district

cant health issues.
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SL.AA Annual Outing

For over 15 years, the annual  Various activities were held
SLAA outing has been an with Red house leading in
excitement and a day many most areas. Somehow, due to
people look forward to and computet errot, the Yellow
opportunity to spend much team was declared over all
needed relaxation by sandy winner for the 2011 SLAA
sea side. games.

The 2011 SLAA outing was For the first time in the histo-
very successful and over 150 ry of the Outing, money was
people attended. raised to cover expenses and

Specially formulated by this towards our charitable causes

year’s organizer, Mrs Florella -
Cummings. Two groups were A B I g th an k y
formed; Red and Yellow

houses with team captains: M rS C u m m i n!

Bro Andrew Curtis for Red

house and Bro Alex Momoh for a JO b We I I

leading their teams with in-

tense competitive moods.

The Education Scholarship Project

Finally, I do sincerely take this The SLAA Scholarship scheme has

opportunity to immensely thank been one of our successfully pro-

God and the entire management
of SLAA for such a befitting

support rendered to me in such

jects since it started more than fif-
teen years ago. Led by its Director

a wonderful trip. I have learned Mr Solomon Senessie, many young

A special gratitude and thanks
people have realised their dreams of to all SLAA members and to our
friends for your continuing
support for the Education

life. Some of our recent beneficiaries Project

so much that will greatly serve

as a backup knowledge to what- an education and better prospects in

ever medical situation I may

face in future and I look for- completed various degree programs

ward to any more opportuni- and now in employment or serving

ties associated with medical their communities

work in Masanga (in future). It

will be my greatest pleasure, by In our next issue, we will provide

God’s divine grace.” testimonies from the students but
Samuel Kaamanda (medical

student

your support is highly appreciated
as we continue to make a difference.
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By Susanne Haas

The Masanga economy

As already indicated in October, our donations are not
sufficient to cover the ever increasing number of treatments
at Masanga hospital. We have achieved success in that we
are able to treat more

patients and all 80 beds are taken.

Similarly, training of local nurses and doctors progresses well.
The businesses in the project, e.g. bicycles, bags, soap,
agriculture and health insurance for sponsored children etc all
generate money for the hospital, however it is not sufficient
to continue covering expenses.

We are therefore actively seeking more supporters to
contribute a small monthly amount towards our project. Since
circulating our newsletter we have received a small number of
contributors, however nothing like the 80 or more that

would really bring stability to the Masanga economy. Please
note, therefore, that all new contributions will be gratefully
received.

The Masanga management is as always actively seeking ways
in which to raise money through associations and

foundations, in addition to the normal Masanga project work.
The tempo has thus increased in line with the project’s growth
and we are extremely proud of our achievements throughout the
last 5 years.

What happened during the 2011
or before?

1. To buy medical equipment for the newly rehabilitated hospital

Masanga hospital has completed phase 1 of rehabilitation, with Support
from Lions Club Denmark and Association of Friends of Masanga. An Out
Patient Department is fully functioning. Although it is treating patients once
ag¢homgnyg itgms of upprgent and supplies are still needed, including

terilizati_ct)jngN i @1 wards, mosquito nets, bed linen and medicines.
LAA is Cur| t;[?a ing money to buy these important supplies.

Support may be in cash or in kind; materials, drugs, medical equipment and
facilities. eg A corporate body may wish to sponsor a ward or department,
or make donations of relevant equipment ( Ceate link to plank page)

2. To improve the health of women in the Masanga area

Sierra Leone has one of the highest number of women dying during preg-
nancy and childbirth in the world. Improving the health of mothers in
Masanga not only ensures the health of individual women but also improves
the long-term health of their families. And a healthy family has a better
chance of becoming a more prosperous family.

3. Refurbish and equip an laboratory
4. Motorbike Ambulance

® A programme of Safe Motherhood.
® Essential maternity medicines and drugs.

® Training to increase the number of qualified midwives providing antena-
tal care and assistance at births.

® Free minor surgery for all at point of need
® The provision of equipment for a dedicated maternity unit.

® \Vehicles to ensure that mothers have access to transportation to the
nearest medical facility.

® Scholarships for training Community Health Officers and nurses (Click
here for more information)

What it costs

® £8.50 for one hundred injections of lifesaving maternity drugs.
® £200 to equip one midwife with a delivery kit which will last for a year.
e A A20, 000 b uwheel-drivefamhulance

This year, SLAA members experienced many
more blessings: Some of our members left the
UK for greener pastures in the homeland with
good job appointments: Bro Alfred Campbell,
Bro Anthony Morsey and Bro Donald
Conteh.

Good news also in the joining together of
Pastor Alfred Mattia and sister Connie Mattia.

The births of Ruba Kpukumu, Joshua Kama-
ra, Brigitta Vanid and Issabella Lusanie etc.

Patron Dr Edward Wilson  Chair of Board of Trustees Mr Brima Abibu

Chairman of SLAA Dr Edward Cole

UK Registered Charity No:10859363



